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Presidents Report

It has been a privilege to serve as President 
of the association again this year. I’ve enjoyed 
hosting our meetings throughout the year 
which again have seen strong attendances  
and increased memberships. 

As an association representing professionals 
operating in the hydraulics / building industry, 
we’ve continued to focus our presentations 
on technical issues and I think we’ve delivered 
again on this front with some excellent 
presentations throughout the year.

This will be my third and final entry as 
President of the AHSCA having served my 
term in this position on the Board.  A sincere 
thank you to all Board members for their 
support during my time as President of the 
association, I simply could not have done the 
job without them. Our Board is a great team 
and I have every confidence that they will 
excel with a new President at the helm. I look 
forward to supporting the next generation 
of our Board and the members of our 
association.

I’ve come to rely heavily on the immense 
capabilities of our Board. It has been my 

absolute privilege to serve on a Board with 
these highly motivated and professional young 
members of our association. The future of the 
industry is in good hands.

A special thanks to Mathew Yanez who again 
has excelled in his role as Secretary. Mat carries 
most of the workload of the association and 
he does so without complaint and always with 
a great attitude and a smile on his face. Mat 
covers all bases; from corporate sponsors, to 
meeting presentations, to the arrangements 
for our awards night and the nomination 
process for the awards themselves -  among 
many other things. Many thanks to Mat for 
his excellent work as Secretary again this year 
and for all his outstanding help over my term 
as President.

Our Plumbing Affiliate members have 
provided a valuable and very relevant 
contribution to the association again this year. 
Our relationship with the plumbers provides 
an important link to industry stakeholders not 
otherwise engaged by our association. After 
all, we’re all in the Plumbing Industry together; 
Designers and Plumbers. Many thanks to 
David Geschke who has continued his role 

as our Plumbing Affiliate representative again 
this year. David has also been our Business 
Development Manager which has proven 
to be a very valuable and important role. 
David has been instrumental in managing 
our financial affairs throughout our transition 
between Treasurers and has also been a great 
help in managing business matters behind the 
scenes, including re-establishing our PayPal 
account (much easier said than done). Great 
work Dave, thanks so much for your work and 
help over the year.

Jonathan Flett has served as our 2nd Vice 
President this year and has been a great asset 
to the Board. Jonathan is very capable and is 
always willing to assist with any tasks at hand. 
One of Jonathan’s roles this year has been to 
lead the preparation of this Annual Report 
which I’m sure you can appreciate is quite a 
task. Well done Jonathan, many thanks for 
your efforts throughout the year.

A welcome to Brendan Yeung as Treasurer 
this term. Brendan represents the young 
professional designer of today who is shaping 
the future of our industry and is a great fit to 
our now younger Board (myself excluded of 
course). Many thanks to Brendan, keep up the 
good work.

Our 1st Vice President, Andrew Potts has 
needed to withdraw somewhat from his role 
this year on account of commitments that 
have prevented him from fulfilling his usual 
role. I wish Andrew all the  best for his future 
endeavours. 

In keeping with our emphasis on technical 
issues and adding value to membership, the 

AHSCA delivered perhaps its most significant 
initiative; the Performance Based Module of 
the Specialist Training Course “Roof Drainage 
System Design” (Module 2) conducted over 
three sessions in October 2018. 

This Performance Based Module followed 
the successful completion of the Deemed 
to Satisfy Training Course (Module 1) based 
on AS3500.3 completed a year earlier in 
October 2017.

The Training Course was prepared by the 
AHSCA Research Foundation to demonstrate 
Performance Based design up to 100 litres/
second, based on the research and knowledge 
gained through the AHSCA Research 
Foundation Test Rig at the University of 
Sunshine Coast. 

The Performance Based training features a 
software interface that allows users to input 
and calculate roof drainage flows up to 100 
litres/second (per catchment/downpipe) using 
many various user selectable types of gutter 
and sump designs that are better suited to 
actual roof installations.

The flexibility of a 

Performance Based design 

and the installation efficiencies 

it provides, will challenge 

standard conventions and 

change the way roof drainage 

is designed for future projects. 
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A sincere thank you to Mark Alexander, 
Ben Rimmington and Dr. Terry Lucke for their 
massive efforts in delivering the completion 
of the Roof Drainage Training Course 
(Modules 1 and 2).  

   
Performance Based Roof Drainage 
Training Course October 2018. 

In addition to the Training Course, many 
thanks to Mark Alexander, Ben Rimmington 
and Joseph Steele for their work relating to 
the AHSCA Research Foundation throughout 
the year.  

A special thank you and recognition for 
Ben Rimmington who has returned to the 
membership group after having served as 
President of our association and then as 
our Victorian Representative for the AHSCA 
Research Foundation. Excellent work Ben, 
enjoy some extra time.

Congratulations to Joseph Steele for taking 
over as our Victorian Representative for the 
AHSCA Research Foundation.

I wish to thank and recognise the following 
people for presenting at our meetings  
this year;

August 15, 2018 
Annual General Meeting
Honorary Membership 
I was delighted to present Honorary 
Membership to Mr. John McCulloch for 
his contribution to the plumbing industry. 
Our tribute to John is included later in this  
Annual Report. 

Life Membership 
I was also delighted to present Life 
Membership to Mr. Marcus Fox for his 
long-standing contribution to the AHSCA 
as a valued member and former President 
of the association. Our tribute to Marcus is 
also included later in this Annual Report. 
Congratulations to both John and Marcus.

Thanks to Frankie Camilleri - Hydronic Sales 
Specialist Victoria at IMI Hydronic Engineering 
in conjunction with Reece for providing a 
technical presentation on The Design and 
Balancing of Hot Water Systems with Manual 
and Thermostatic Balancing Valves.

October 10, 2018
I was delighted to provide a summary of the 
Plumbing and Fire Industry Awards (PFIA) held 
on September 1, 2018 at the Sofitel on Collins. 
The AHSCA congratulates all the finalists and 
winners and wishes to sincerely thank our 
award sponsors; Conex Banninger and Davey 
Water Products. Many thanks to all of our 
members who attended this fantastic night.
 

Thanks to Adam Jackson and David 
Antonowicz c/- Allproof Industries for 
providing a technical presentation on  
Passive Fire Protection.

Thanks also to Peter Jefferies c/- Kingspan 
Rhino Water Tanks for providing a technical 
presentation on Fire Tank Compliance to 
AS 2419.1 and AS 2304. A discussion was 
conducted on Wastewaster System 
Changes to AS/NZS 1546.

December 5, 2018  
Christmas Meeting
Thanks to Russell Kirkwood who provided a 
technical presentation on their Dam Buster 
rainhead product range. Russell provided an 
account of the Dam Buster journey from initial 
concept through to testing by the AHSCA 
Research Foundation test rig at the University 
of Sunshine Coast in early 2018. The AHSCA 
Research Foundation testing confirmed 
that the product range actually exceeds the 
requirements of AS/NZS3500.3 in relation to 

overflow provision and is currently the only off-
the-shelf NCC compliant and AHSCA certified 
rain head product on the market.

Comedian Tom Siegert certainly provided 
a few laughs to see out the year at our 
Christmas meeting.

 

February 6, 2019
Thanks to Jim Papalois c/- South East Water 
for presenting on the standardisation of 
trade waste drawings, the sizing of grease 
interceptors, remote suction lines, installing 
grease interceptors in series and the accepted 
location of trade waste interceptors.

 

Thanks to Matt Wilson c/- VBA for presenting 
on the Plumbing Regulations 2018 and NCC 
2019 Vol 3 - Plumbing Code of Australia. Matt 
discussed changes to these documents which 
was met with much enthusiasm from the 
members in attendance on the night.
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April 10, 2019
Thanks to Rheem for providing a technical 
presentation on their Guardian Warm 
Water System and the advantages that this 
technology offers for warm water installations.
In response to market drivers pushing towards 
hot water generation that is not reliant on 
fossil fuels, many thanks to Stiebel Eltron for 
their technical presentation on their range of 
heat pumps and the benefits associated with 
this method of hot water generation.

June 26, 2019
As part of Geberit’s world wide release, thanks 
to Marc Williams - Southern Region Sales 
Engineer for presenting the new Geberit 
Supertube Sanitary Drainage System.

A revolution in drainage design that allows 
true single pipe multi-storey stack-work with 
clear reductions in ceiling and floor space 
requirements.

Thanks to Ian Hansen c/- Halgan Pty Ltd for 
presenting on how Halgan have achieved 
AS-NZS 1546.1 Certification for their MGTS 
Series grease traps and pre-treatment vessels 
through undertaking rigorous modelling tests. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

A special thanks to our Corporate Sponsors 
and Plumbing Affiliate members for their 
contributions throughout the year. 

Many thanks to the Water Authority 
representatives, VBA representatives and  
Jeff Patchell c/- Connection Magazines  
for Plumbing Connection magazine.

Thanks to Paul Galvin for chairing the 
Plumbers, Authorities and Regulators 
Committee (PARC) meetings throughout
the year and thanks to the other participating 
members of PARC.

Thanks to Mal, Amanda and the team at 
the Rising Sun Hotel for their hospitality 
and for hosting our meetings. Thanks to 
Steph for greeting our members with 
a smile at each meeting.

Lastly, thanks to the members who attend 
the meetings in support of their association.

Sincerely,
Ross Weight 
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By today’s standards, the scope of the 
Hydraulics Consultant was quite limited at that 
time. The standard expectation was design 
of the sanitary drainage system in accordance 
with Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works 
(MMBW) standards and cold water supply 
design. Typically, the mechanical engineer 
designed the hot water service for large 
buildings and the fire engineer designed all the 
fire services. Gas was out of the question and 
ESD had not been invented. Drawings were 
still mostly prepared by hand with ink technical 
pens on transparent film paper. Sanitary 
drainage designs were produced in both plan 
view and isometric view (a very early version 
of 3D). Computer Aided Design (CAD) was 
just emerging and the internet hadn’t quite 
been born.

The former “blue book” regulations had been 
surpassed by the “yellow book”; the 1986 
Plumbing Regulations. It was proposed that 

an Australian Standard would be produced as 
the technical reference for plumbing design 
and installation standards. Brian Esposito 
(then MMBW) was a part of the Standards 
Committee and advised that the Plumbing 
Regulations would refer to an Australian 
Standard for technical requirements. The 
proposed number was AS3500 and it would be 
introduced following public comment.

Terms including “Performance Based” and 
“Design and Construct” were first considered. 
The time was right for an association to be 
formed to represent the professionals who 
work in an industry soon to be influenced by 
the opportunity for innovative design and the 
requirements of a new Australian Standard.
It was at this time that the founders of our 
association created the National Association 
of Plumbing Consultants Incorporated Victoria 
(NAPCI). This was the original foundation 

NAPCI / AHSCA 
30 Year Anniversary
By Ross Weight, President 
AHSCA Victoria

2019 marks the 30th year anniversary of the 
AHSCA Victorian Chapter. I had started to write 
a chronological account of our association’s 
history from its inception; however this seemed 
a little cold and is already well documented 
in our Annual Reports. It occurred to me that 
perhaps I might be able to provide a personal 
account of our associations history given that I 
started work the same year that the association 
was formed and I joined as a member soon 
after. I’ve also just signed off a total 10 years on 
the Board over a 15 year period so I’ve been a 
small part of our association from both front and 
back of house.
I started work at Lincoln Scott Australia as a 
draftsman while studying engineering part time. 
I was offered a job in the Hydraulics section 
which was a foreign concept to me at that time. 
I suppose the term “hydraulics” to most people 
outside of the building industry relates to fluid 
power of some sort and other things found in 

your car. I was soon to discover that hydraulics 
in a building context is actually designing 
plumbing for commercial and other large 
buildings. 

The hydraulics industry at that time was 
occupied by professionals of various 
backgrounds finding their way without a 
common voice or a professional association 
to represent their interests. There didn’t seem 
to be a direct pathway for people working in 
this profession. Some had come from a Public 
Works Department, others from a plumbing 
background and only a few from an engineering 
discipline. This was a good time to work in the 
building industry in Melbourne. Lincoln Scott 
had just finished the Rialto and two equally 
significant high-rises were underway; 101 
and 120 Collins Street, the tallest buildings in 
Melbourne CBD at that time.
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association that would eventually become the 
association we know today. NAPCI was formed 
by the first Board of Directors as follows;
President:  Mr. Tom Clements 
Senior Vice President: Mr. Peter Wallace
Junior Vice President: Mr. Garry Rimmington
Secretary: Mr. Trevor Rowe
Treasurer: Mr. Ken Godfrey

From the inaugural Annual Report, I note with 
great interest many similarities to today. In his 
first entry, in addition to thanking his fellow 
Board members, the President Tom Clements 
thanked “Plumbers Connection for their 
promotion and media coverage, thanks Jeff” 
the same as I have thanked Jeff Patchell this 
year (and every other year) for his support over 
many years. 

The governing authority of the time, the 
MMBW was represented by Brian Esposito 

at the early meetings and I note that Trevor 
Smullen was present at the first Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) as were other familiar faces 
including Alycia Wnuk, Nick Spanu and Mark 
Pearson. A guest at the first AGM was Manny 
Vella c/- Caroma.

The first recorded membership 

fees were $50.00 and the first 

recorded operating surplus  

was $1,133.88.

There is much respect for the founding fathers 
of our association. Our annual Consultant of 
the Year Award is named in honour of our first 
President, Tom Clements. Trevor Rowe was 
instrumental in the early development of the 
association and served multiple times as both 
Secretary and President. Many early Annual 

Reports speak very highly of both Tom’s and 
Trevor’s commitment to the establishment of 
our association. Tom and Trevor were the first 
members to be awarded Life Membership of 
our association.

Graham Jones and David Broad as ongoing 
supporters of the association were also 
influential in the early establishment of the 
association. Graham would go on to be 
President of our association in 1993-4.

Bruce Clements was an active member of the 
Board and also produced a Technical Bulletin in 
the early years of our association. Early Annual 
Reports detail the significant contributions 
of founding Board members including Peter 
Wallace, Garry Rimmington, Ken Godfrey, Noel 
Tennant, Graham Sturdy, Graham Warrington, 
David Broad, Peter DeGraves and others.
Tom Lawler was a member of the Publication 
Committee and Tom was my first boss. Tom, 
Elias Theodosiou and Andrew Williams from 
Lincolne Scott facilitated my first introduction 
to NAPCI.

I remember attending meetings which were 
held at the time at Plumbing Industry House, 
525 King Street Melbourne. A convenient 
short drive from our office at 121 King Street. 
I think it would be fair to say that some of the 
early meetings of NAPCI were modest. I recall 
attending meetings with only a handful of 
people. Once we were satisfied that everyone 
had arrived, we ordered a corresponding 
number of pizzas and a few drinks to see us 
through the official proceedings. This may 
seem a little rudimentary now however the 
governance of the association was first rate and 
everyone at the time knew that they were part 

of something that was worthy of our time 
and support.

In the early days, I remember meetings 
beginning with the recording of all inward and 
outward correspondence. At the time, this was 
a process of reading out all letters and copies 
of a new technology; the facsimile, that had 
been transacted since the previous meeting. 
Everything was by-the-book and I felt a part 
of something that was official and important. 
The early days of NAPCI gave me the feeling 
that I had a good career, that what I was  
doing was important and that it was worthy  
of recognition in the building services industry. 

In 1990 a new addition to the Hydraulics 
Department of Lincolne Scott arrived. Touted 
as the “young gun” of the industry fresh 
from NDY, we welcomed a new member of 
the team and someone who would become 
the youngest and most influential President 
of NAPCI and later the AHSCA. His name 
was Mark Alexander. Mark was bright, highly 
motivated and without equal on many levels. 

The 1994 Annual Report references Mark as 
assisting with the early introduction of the 
Registered Building Practitioners scheme and in 
the 1995 Annual Report, Mark appears for the 
first time as President of the association no less. 
Mark was instrumental in forming many of the 
structures of governance that we still employ 
today. These included formal documentation 
of the Articles of Association, a Code of Ethics, 
formal membership categories, application 
forms and entry requirements, Corporate 
Sponsor Agreements, a Financial Plan and 
other important procedures and policies.
The ensuing years saw the progression 
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of membership numbers and financial stability. 
The 1996 Annual Report records a doubling  
of funds from the previous year.

The 1996-7 term was the first of 5 consecutive 
years with Bob Thorgersen as President. Bob 
was to bring many things to the association 
including a new venue for our General 
Meetings at HIA House in 1997-8 and the 
biggest change of all - our name. In an effort 
to provide a level of consistency across other 
states and to promote the association at a 
national level, NAPCI changed its name to the 
Association of Hydraulic Services Consultants 
Australia (AHSCA) Victorian Chapter during 
the 2001-2 term.

Bob worked tirelessly throughout his terms 
and even held the position of both President 
and Secretary (briefly at the same time) during 
his time on the Board. Bob also continued as 
Treasurer for a further 11 consecutive years. 
A massive effort earning Bob a well deserved 
Life Membership of the association in 2006, 
jointly with Mark Alexander.

Mark Alexander returned as President in 
2001-2 and continued for 3 years before 
being appointed as the National President 
of AHSCA National. This period saw further 
professional development of the association. 
Increased membership numbers, strong 
financial growth and Victoria’s 2-year term for 
the management of AHSCA National.

Marcus Fox had been appointed as a  
National Director and assumed the role of 
President of the Victorian Chapter in 2003-4 
when Mark Alexander was appointed as the 
National President. Marcus would continue  

as President of the association for a further 
3 years. 

Marcus brought a wealth of experience and 
focussed on a range of issues including our 
national interests and education. Marcus 
has been recognised for his significant 
contributions  with Life Membership of  
the association.

Mark Alexander returned as President in 
2007-8 until 2009-10, again another term 
of growth and development. In 2009 the 
Plumbing Affiliate category was introduced 
after a yearlong trial. This initiative welcomed 
large commercial plumbing companies to 
join our association to promote an exchange 
of ideas and knowledge. Mark says it best 
with the following extract from his entry in 
the 2009 Annual Report; “It is quite inspiring 
to see the great plumbing minds discussing 
various topics and concepts in an open and 
friendly environment and to realise that we 
can all help each other develop our own 
skills in this ever changing field of expertise. 
Our members are starting to appreciate the 
professionalism of these organisations and 
the importance of using companies that 
specialise in the large commercial projects.”

Mark Alexander was to propose, develop, 
nurture and deliver the most significant 
venture undertaken by the AHSCA – the 
creation of the AHSCA Research Foundation. 
The initial project was to build a full scale test 
rig in conjunction with Dr. Terry Lucke at the 
University of Sunshine Coast for the purposes 
of testing roof drainage designs up to 100 
litres/second for a single outlet. This project 
was to provide greater flexibility and capacity 
for the Hydraulic Consultant to design roof 

drainage flows well beyond the Deemed to 
Satisfy limitation of the relevant standard; 
AS3500.3 up to a maximum of 16 litres/second.

The building and completion of a multi-storey 
test rig was a colossal achievement and 
represents the unwavering endeavour of Mark 
and the Board of the time. The associated 
research and subsequent training courses were 
cutting edge and a World First.

The AHSCA Research Foundation provided 
nationwide training courses across two 
modules; (1) Deemed to Satisfy Roof Drainage 
Design up to 16 litres/second capacity in 
accordance with AS3500.3 and (2) Performance 
Based Roof Drainage Design up to 100 litres/
second utilising purpose-written software 
created and endorsed by the AHSCA Research 
Foundation.

The well liked larger-than-life character Arthur 
Cale was elected as President of the association 
in 2010 and served two terms as President. 

Arthur’s tenure as President saw a period of 
sustained growth with increased memberships 
and corporate sponsorships. 

2013 saw the emergence of the “next 
generation” of governance for the association. 
After serving as Treasurer, Ben Rimmington 
was elected President and was the new 
young fresh face of the association. Ben 
was supported by fellow younger members 
including Jesse Thorgersen (son 
of Bob) as Treasurer. Jesse had also served 
as Secretary of the association for the past two 
years.

After an impressive 3-year term as President, 
Ben continued to play a pivotal role in the 
establishment of the AHSCA Research 
Foundation, the test rig and the delivery of 
the Roof Drainage Training Courses in support 
of Mark Alexander. Ben also fulfilled the role 
of Victorian Chapter State Representative 
for activities in connection with the AHSCA 
Research Foundation.
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I have been privileged to play a very small 
role in the history of our association which 
has grown from modest beginnings to the 
association that today represents our members 
as high capacity professionals in our industry. 
Long gone are the days of designing sanitary 
drainage with ink pens on film paper. 

The Hydraulic Consultant of today is well 
versed in all things plumbing and beyond. 
Sanitary drainage, trade waste, stormwater 
drainage, roof drainage, cold water supply, 
hot water supply, hot water plants, recycled 
water supply, treatment systems, ESD, fire 
systems, reporting, specifications, CAD/BIM, 
information systems, client liaison, project 
management, staff management etc. 

We must continue to support our association 
as a unified group of consultants rightfully 
acknowledged for the important work that  
we do every day.

In recognition of NAPCI / AHSCA 
Life Members:
Tom Clements
Trevor Rowe
Mark Alexander
Bob Thorgersen
Marcus Fox
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David Dickson, Nick Ryan, Dannielle Ryan, Ross Weight.Gareth Dickson, Briar Houston.

Bruce Clements and Ben Rimmington Awards evening

Bruce Clements, Jan Clements, Fran Rowlands, 
Dean Rowlands, Ross Weight.

Corey Canning, Brydie Anderson, Emma Nitz, Leigh Nitz, Vicki Anderson,  
Norm Anderson.

Greg Morgan, Chris 
Tritton, Warren Bonello.

Earl Setches, Scott Dowsett, Norm Kelly. Natalie McCormick, Jamie Morison.

Fiona Roy, David Antonowicz, David Press, Judy Ross.



AHSCA Tom Clements 
Consultant of the Year Award 
I am honoured to receive the AHSCA 
Consultant of the Year award for 2018.

I would like to thank the award sponsor 
 Conex Banninger.  I would also like to thank  
all stakeholders for organising such an 
impressive event.

Congratulations to the other AHSCA award 
winners and all other award recipients.

Ben Rimmington
AHSCA Tom Clements  
Consultant of the Year Award.
Award Sponsor Conex Banninger.

AHSCA Sales Representative  
of the Year Award
I am extremely humbled to again receive 
this award. I would like to thank the (AHSCA) 
Vic Chapter Members for Awarding Specrep 
Services Victoria the Corporate Sponsor of 
the year award for 2018. I would also like to 
thank my long term Client, “SPS” Roof & 
Floor Drains, for their ongoing support of the 
AHSCA and the Australian plumbing industry 
in general.  

The Plumbing and Fire Industry Awards Night 
was again a great success, and the AHSCA’s 
inclusion in this event looks to be ongoing 
which is great for the industry in general and 
not to mention a real fun night for all. 

Again I would like to congratulate the other 
AHSCA award winners, Ben Rimmington, 
Geschke Plumbing and all the other award 
recipients. I look forward to my continued 
involvement with the Plumbing Design 
fraternity, and the Plumbing Industry in 
general, for some time to come. 

Remember: Have fun, cause FUN is the best  
thing ever.

Dean Rowlands
AHSCA Sales Representative 
of the Year Award. 
Award Sponsor AHSCA.

Ben Rimmington, Nick Ryan Ross Weight, Dean Rowlands

AHSCA Commercial Plumbing 
Affiliate of the Year Award
As you can see by the photos, winners  
are grinners!

Thanks to Davey Pumps for supporting this 
award and more particularly Briar Houston 
for presenting it with so much panache.

Our company takes pride from the 
recognition given to us by the industry 
for all of our endeavours to try and install 
the best plumbing work we can and this 
ultimately reflects in our team’s high-
performance outcomes. 

We would say we love our AHSCA 
membership and the AHSCA meetings, 
which we are pleased to be part of, that 
provide a forum to have so many diverse 
and important sections of the industry 
discuss, negotiate, present and sometimes 
disagree with relevant plumbing issues, 
products, and regulations but really, we  
just go for the beer.

Steve Geschke, Briar Houston, John Geschke, Gareth Dickson

The AHSCA meeting presentations in this 
past year have been particularly informative 
with technical discussions on the potential 
for Legionella Bacterial contamination of 
plumbing systems and how to avoid, limit 
and rectify these systems to prevent this 
problem and the hydraulic performance 
of water and the wear and ultimate risks to 
systems due to incorrect sizing, pressures, 
velocity and material selection.

John, Steve, Gareth, David and Mark thank 
the association for presenting Geschke 
Plumbing and Drainage Contractors with 
this prestigious award.

John Geschke
AHSCA Commercial Plumbing 
Affiliate of the Year Award.
Award Sponsor Davey.
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Honorary Membership 
John McCulloch
The AHSCA was delighted to present 
Honorary Membership to John McCulloch 
for his contribution to the plumbing industry. 
John is a much-liked and well-respected 
Authority Affiliate member of the AHSCA, 
representing South East Water. Some of Johns 
many achievements were recounted on the 
night (with thanks to Paul Galvin for content), 
including;

• John commenced his plumbing 
apprenticeship with the State Electricity 
Commission in 1966.  He was one of 
the last groups to go through the 5 year 
apprenticeship duration. 

• John’s career as a plumber was almost  
cut short due to being diagnosed with 
colour blindness. 

• Following his apprenticeship, John ran 
his own plumbing business for a number 
of years, prior to Joining MMBW as a 
Plumbing & Drainage Inspector for both  
the Central (CBD) and Eastern areas.

• In 1993, when MMBW outsourced 
inspections to Metratec, John returned  
to his own business 

• In 1997, John joined Casey Inspection 
Services as a Plumbing Auditor, prior t 
o joining the PIC in the early 2000’s as  
an Investigator. 

• In 2004, with the advent of recycled water 
in Victoria, John moved to the role of 
Technical Officer within the PIC. John 
was instrumental in developing recycled 
water regulations, training documents, 
and conducting recycled water training for 
plumbers throughout the Melbourne area. 

• In 2009, John was appointed to the role of 
Plumbing Coordinator in South East Water.   

Amongst some of John’s impressive body  
of work, he was responsible for: 
• The development of the South East Water 

Backflow Policy that we know today, 
that was subsequently adopted by most 
Victorian Water Corporations.   

• Development and enhancement of our 
recycled water policy, and inspections 
processes. 

• Represented WSAA in the development 
and review of AS/NZS2845 (Parts 1,2 & 3) 

• Worked side by side with Steve Paterson to 
develop the Water Metering and Servicing 
Guidelines used today throughout the 
wider Melbourne area. 

• South East Waters representative for 
apprentice training, at Chisholm and 
Holmesglen TAFE.

Congratulations John, you’re 
always welcome at the AHSCA.
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industry. The impact the Victorian chapter 
has can be felt across not only Victoria but 
Australia and now New Zealand. Well done  
to all involved that have made this possible.  

I’d also like to congratulate the committee 
whom have done another fantastic job this 
term led by Ross. I’d encourage any member 
to get involved on the committee as it is 
hugely rewarding working with a great  
group of people.  

I’ve been very fortunate to be on the 
committee for 4 terms now and have learnt 
a lot of the history of the association and 
have been lucky enough to get to know 
the long term members.  I’d like to thank 
all the members who have contributed over 
the years and whom made me welcome as 
a board member.  

Finally, I want to wish the committee for next 
term all the best and look forward to what  
lies ahead for the association as each year  
just gets better and better! 

Andrew Potts 

1st Vice President’s Report

Well another year has passed and what  
an exciting one it has been.  

I feel now more than ever being part of this 
great association is hugely important given  
the shifts in the construction industry.  

With changes in the way building surveyors are 
operating and the industry seeming to move 
more and more to design and construct, being 
up to date with legislation and innovation is 
hugely important.  

The ongoing work of the AHSCA 
Research Foundation is of course 
at the forefront of this innovation 
and it’s great that our members 
have access to this.  

I’d encourage all members to invite their peers 
to become members if they aren’t already and 
help contribute to this exciting association 
that continues to improve and grow, all for 
the benefit of the hydraulic industry, the 
association members and the construction 
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JONATHAN FLETT

2nd Vice President’s Report

This has been my first year on the board and it 
has been a privilege to represent all members 
throughout the past twelve months. 

The association has continued to grow with 
new members and sponsors coming on board 
which highlights that we are heading in the 
right direction. The success of our organization 
not only needs good management and 
membership but also requires support from 
a number of external parties. I would like to 
thank all of our Members, Corporate Sponsors, 
AHSCA Research Foundation, Water 
Authorities and VBA representatives for their 
assistance and input to the association.

When I first started on the board the AHSCA 
Research Foundation was running the 
Advanced Roof Drainage Modules which 
to me was the highlight of my current time 
associated with the Victorian Chapter. 
Congratulations to the AHSCA Research 
Foundation for providing training on how 
to calculate compliant and performance-
based designs using the online calculator. 
The research behind the advanced courses 
is leading the way in innovation for our 

industry. Well done to all of our members who 
completed the training.

This year I was given the role to create the 
Annual Report which is a milestone for the 
Victorian Chapter. This year celebrates the  
30th term of this organization so I have 
witnessed first had how much effort and time 
goes into the report. In collating this report I 
read our past reports which went back to 1989. 
This year’s front cover highlights our history of 
past board members who have all volunteered 
their time to establish the Victorian Chapter. 
Thank-you to all of our past board members 
for your contributions to set up our strong 
association. 

Thank you to my fellow board members Ross 
Weight, Andrew Potts, Mathew Yanez, David 
Geschke and Brendan Yeung for your tireless 
efforts and contributions. Also thanks Scott 
Dowsett and Chadd Cooke for supporting 
 my involvement on the board.

Jonathan Flett
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such as - The Design & Balancing of Hot 
Water Systems with Manual & Thermostatic 
Balancing Valves, Passive Fire Protection, 
Fire Tank Compliance to AS 2419.1 and AS 
2304, Wastewater System Changes in AS/
NZS 1546, Dam Buster Rainheads, Trade 
Waste, Plumbing Regulations 2018 & NCC 
2019 Vol 3 - Plumbing Code of Australia, 
Guardian Warm Water System, Heat Pumps 
& the Associated Benefits, Geberit Supertube 
Sanitary Drainage System, Developing High 
Quality & Innovative Products for Trade Waste, 
and World Plumbing Council & 12th Triennial 
World Plumbing Conference. We also had the 
pleasure of witnessing one of Melbourne’s top 
young comics at our Xmas meeting  
– Tom Siegert. 

Our general meetings continue to be a strong 
aspect of our association where members from 
all across the industry come together to listen 
to technical presentations, discuss issues and 
just have good open and constructive industry 
discussion. I thank all of those members that 
attend and contribute frequently. A particular 
thanks to our Corporate Sponsor member 

This has been my third year on the board and 
has once more been a privilege to represent 
our members which I am grateful for. 

Highlights for me this year have been the PFIA 
night and completing the Stage 2 Advanced 
Performance-Based training course with the 
AHSCA Research Foundation. 

As featured throughout the report this 
year, it is the AHSCA Victorian Chapters  
30 year Anniversary. I would personally like 
to congratulate and thank everyone that 
has been involved over this period, from the 
office bearers that have contributed to the 
growth and progression of the association, 
to all the members, sponsors and presenters 
that have attended meetings and supported 
the association. This is a significant milestone 
which we should all rejoice. 

This year we have been fortunate to observe 
some great presentations. I thank all of our 
presenters who took the time to prepare 
and present to our members. We observed 
speakers covering important industry topics 
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Secretary’s Report 

Zip who generously donated the supply and 
installation of a HT1760 HydroTap Boiling, 
Chilled and Sparkling Water Unit as a door 
prize. 

I thank Mal, Amanda and all the staff at the 
Rising Sun Hotel again for the continued great 
venue and hospitality for our meetings. Thank 
you to Steph for her continued efforts with the 
name tags, meeting registers and making our 
members welcome as they arrive. 

We have seen a further increase in 
memberships this year across all categories. 
I welcome and thank all the new and current 
members for their support of the AHSCA. 
This year saw us present a Life Membership 
to Marcus Fox and an Honorary Membership 
to John McCulloch. Congratulations to both 
Marcus and John for all your efforts and 
achievements, we appreciate all that you have 
contributed to the industry and the AHSCA.  
 
The Plumbing, Fire and Industry Awards (PFIA) 
night was again a highlight for the association, 
with this year being our biggest appearance 
to date with 60 attendees filling 6 tables. It 
was great to be personally involved in the 
organisation of this night. I was pleased to 
represent the AHSCA amongst our industry 
peers from Master Plumbers, PICAC, 
National Fire Industry Association and the 
Plumbing & Pipe Trades Employees Union. 
Congratulations again to our award winners 
Ben Rimmington, Dean Rowlands (SpecRep 
Services) and Geschke Plumbing. Thank you 
again to our award sponsors Davey Water 

Products and Conex Banninger for  
your incredible contribution. 

Following the completion of the AHSCA 
Research Foundation stormwater roof 
drainage project last year we were able to 
organise and deliver the Stage 2 Advanced 
Performance Based Design course. This 
course was successfully delivered by Associate 
Professor Terry Lucke to our members, training 
them on how to calculate AS/NZS 3500.3 
complaint and performance-based designs 
using the newly developed online calculator, 
including 12 new overflow methods and 
flows up to 100 l/sec to a single downpipe. 
Congratulations to all our members who  
successfully completed and passed both  
the Stage 1 and Stage 2 courses and are  
now using the AHSCARF online calculator  
for projects. 

 I would like to acknowledge this year’s Board 
Members Ross Weight, Jonathan Flett, 
Brendan Yeung, David Geschke and also 
Mark Alexander, Ben Rimmington and Joseph 
Steele of the AHSCA Research Foundation for 
all their efforts and support this year. I would 
also like to thank my employers Chadd Cooke 
& Scott Dowsett of Cooke & Dowsett for their 
continued support and encouragement to be 
apart and a contributor of the AHSCA. 

I look forward to the upcoming year and again 
being an integral part of the association. 
Thank you once more to all our members,  
I appreciate the opportunity. 

Mathew Yanez
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Treasurer’s Report 

This is my first year serving on the Board 

of AHSCA Victoria and as the Treasurer 

(commencing early 2019). I am honoured to be 

able to contribute back to the association and 

the industry through this role. No doubt there 

are large shoes to fill, but I am grateful for 

those before me that have made the financial 

systems as seamless as possible. 

I have been particularly impressed by the 

level of professionalism, integrity and tenacity 

of the Board members. I will continue to 

uphold these values and provide a responsible 

oversight of the financial matters of the 

association. This of course would not be 

possible without the longstanding support of 

each member of the association.

This year’s activities have resulted in a surplus 

of $18,382 in funds for the association. We 

have seen a substantial increase in operating 

revenue to $196,175, where $40,800 was 

received to cover the cost of the AHSCA 

BRENDAN YEUNG

Research Foundation Stage 2 Advanced 

Performance Based Design training course 

conducted by Terry Lucke. Consultant 

membership revenue has increased to 

$31,875, while Commercial Plumbing Affiliate 

membership remains at $16,000. Corporate 

sponsorship revenue has increased to 

$106,000, with sponsorship towards the 

Plumbing and Fire Industry Awards. I would 

like to thank all members for their ongoing 

support and sponsors for their continuous 

generosity.

Similarly, operating expenses have increased 

to $182,168 this year. General meeting 

expenses have increased to $60,135 due to 

the increased number of general meetings 

held compared to last year. The strong 

attendance at the general meetings has 

been noticeable this year and is a testament 

to the success of the association. $20,153 

was paid to the AHSCA RF relating to legal 

fees and trademark acquisition during the 

financial year, which has been separately 

apportioned from other AHSCA RF expenses 

for transparency. In addition, expenses towards 

the AHSCA RF training courses was $36,513 

this year. Honorarium and membership fee 

reimbursements remained the same this year. 

Notable reductions in expenses included 

guest speaker expenses and post office box 

rental, which has contributed to the surplus 

attained this year.

In 2018-2019, AHSCA Victoria held $279,717 

in cash. There are liabilities of $55,510 in 

unearned revenue (membership revenue for 

the 2019-2020 year received in advance) and 

payables. Our retained surplus is therefore 

$225,199. The financial report of AHSCA 

Victoria is summarised in tabular form in this 

annual report, along with that of the 2017-2018 

financial year. As usual, AHSCA Victoria has 

had our report externally audited to provide 

our members with confidence in  

our transparency.

In summary, the increase in both revenue and 

expenses this year reflect the strong activity 

of the association and members’ increased 

participation. This is a telling sign as the 

association continues to develop a positive 

presence and influence in the building and 

plumbing industry. I am excited about what 

the future holds for the AHSCA, particularly in 

the development of future research foundation 

projects. I would like to thank all members for 

their longstanding support during the year. 

In particular I would like to thank 

all my fellow Board members 

(Ross Weight, Mathew Yanez, 

David Geschke, Jonathan Flett 

and Andrew Potts) for their 

selfless support and invaluable 

guidance during the year. I’d 

also like to thank all past Board 

members who have helped 

shaped the association to be 

what it is today.

Brendan Yeung
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Commercial Plumbing Affiliate 
Representative’s and Business 
Manager Report 

It has been a pleasure to provide assistance 
as the Commercial Plumbing Affiliate 
Representative and being appointed  
as the Business Manager.

These Roles let me to assist the board with 
plumbing information, co-ordination with our 
commercial plumbers and help the board with 
day to day tasks, it has opened my eyes to 
how much goes on in the background.   
What a year we have had, we have seen the 
Christmas meeting With Tom Sigert who was 
an extremely entertaining comedian.
   
The presentations for the year have been 
great, All Proof Industries and the great 
discussion of Passive Fire Protection, Kingspan 
talking about the Fire Tank compliance, Dam 
Busters Rain head, Jim Papalois from South 
East Water who provided a great presentation 
of the correct installation of trade waste 
systems, Matt Wilson gave an update on 
the new Plumbing Regulations, Rheem’s 
presentation of the Guardian Hot Water 

System, Steibel Eltron description of the Heat 
Pump Systems, Geberit and the Supertube 
System and Halgan’s trade waste high quality 
and innovative products. 

The Stage 2 Research training course was a 
sell-out, good to see that the members of this 
association embrace the research project and 
the hard work that was put into the project, 
hopefully this carries on in the future here in 
Australia and possibly across to New Zealand.

What a great association to be a part of, the 
collaboration of this group is next to nothing, 
it is a great opportunity to be in a room with 
the consultants that design the work, the 
plumbers that install the work and the corporate 
sponsors that sell the products. we are in the 
right position to achieve the best outcome for 
ourselves and the building owners.  

It was very disappointing outcome that the 
complex plumbing design legislation did not 
get across the line, this is a very important issue 
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for the consultants and the plumbers 
and hopefully this can be revisited in 
the future. 

As the building surveyors are battling with the 
professional indemnity insurance not being 
covered on cladding issues, maybe this could 
be a good chance for the industry to see how 
important the consultants are for their design 
and get some reform to the legislation. 

A great thanks to the authorities for their 
attendance and input to the nights, they 
provide an insight into the background  
of their businesses.

Farewell to John McCulloch from South  
East Water, he provided a great avenue  
for a discussion between the Plumbers  
and consultants.  

The 2018 Plumbing & Fire Industry Awards 
night was another great night, I believe being 
involved with all of the industry partners is 
a great step forward in strengthening this 
association and the industry as one.

Congratulations must be given to Ben 
Rimmington for the award of Consultant 

of the year, Geschke Plumbing for the 
Commercial Plumber of the year and 
Dean Rowlands for taking out the Sales 
Representative of the year, these awards are 
a great acknowledgement of the hard work 
that the recipients do throughout the year.
  
As usual the Rising Sun has provided a 
fantastic venue with great food and great 
service, thanks Mal, Amanda and the rest of 
the team at the Rising Sun. Thanks to Steph  
on the door at each meeting and organising 
the tickets for the door prize. 

I would like to thank the board for organising 
the meeting along with the great presentations 
and everything they do in the background, 
Mat Yanez has been the back bone of this 
association, it has been a pleasure to work 
alongside you Mat.

Thanks Ross Weight, Mat Yanez, Andrew 
Potts, Jonathan Flett and the recent addition 
Brendan Yeung you are all good people. 
I have enjoyed my time on the board, 
it has been a great journey.  

Yours faithfully, 

David Geschke 

35 34 AHSCA (VIC) ANNUAL REPORT

CliniMix® Thermostatic Mixing Tapware
incorporating GalvinClear® Lead SafeTM technology.

Ezy-Drink® Drinking bubblers
incorporating GalvinClear® 

Lead SafeTM technology.

Galvin Engineering is committed to
providing Water Solutions for a Healthier
Environment with our new range 
of tapware incorporating 
GalvinClear® Lead SafeTM

technology.

T: 1800 804631   F: 1800 817846    E: sales@kembla.com.au     
www.kembla.com.au  ABN 13003762641

ONE BRAND. ONE WARRANTY. GUARANTEED.
At MM Kembla, we have been providing our customers with 
the highest quality and most reliable piping system solutions 
and service for over 100 years. 

MM Kembla delivers the industry’s most extensive range of 
copper and stainless steel tubing, fittings and accessories for 
plumbing, gas fitting and drainage applications.

Our products for use in high and low pressure applications are 
produced from premium quality materials and manufactured to 
stringent MM Kembla internal quality standards that go above 
and beyond Australian and International standard requirements.

All products are backed by the trusted MM Kembla system 
warranty, so you know you are taking no chances.

FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT CHOOSE MM KEMBLA.
ONE BRAND. ONE WARRANTY. GUARANTEED.



37 36 AHSCA (VIC) ANNUAL REPORT

Address:  4/42 Global Drive, Tullamarine Melbourne VIC 3043
Telephone:  03 9338 6024
Email: solutions@littleholland.net
Website: www.littleholland.net

Made to Measure TanksBioDisc® Commercial Wastewater 
Treatment Plant

Rhino Commercial Tanks

Experts in Water Tanks & Wastewater
kingspan.com.au/water   |   1300 736 562   |   sales.au@kingspan.com

NSG Plumbing Pty Ltd
98 Thistlewaite Street,
South Melbourne 3205
Ph: (03) 9696 4688
Fax: (03) 9696 3488
Email: nsg@nsgplumbing.com.au
Website: www.nsgplumbing.com.au

Contract & Maintenance

Design & Construct

Courses include:
Post apprenticeship 
plumbing courses 
(thermostatic mixing 
valves, backflow 
prevention)

Fundamentals of air 
and water balance

Energy efficient  
HVAC systems

Green Plumbers

The Plumbing Industry Climate Action Centre is the industry’s state-of-the-art training facility in 
Brunswick. Our stakeholders offer a wide range of training to help you develop the skills you need.

Are you looking for Cutting-edge  
plumbing trAining?  
piCAC will meet your trAining needs

For more information on all the training available at PICAC go to www.picac.com.au or contact 03 9356 8902

meeting room, training room and venue hire available

Cannot find what  
you are looking for?

Call us for client 
specific, customised 
training packages



Life Member
Marcus Fox

Firstly an account of Marcus’s career in 
recognition of his work in the industry. 
Marcus started work as just a boy in 1956 with 
Murphy & Morrison, a plumbing company 
who carried out both Construction and 
Maintenance Plumbing mainly in the CBD and 
South Melbourne areas. Marcus stayed with 
them until 1969. 

During this time Marcus carried out 
maintenance work on Prince Henry’s Hospital, 
HSV Channel 7 Studios, Federal Hotels, South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, Victoria Dock and 
many other different projects. Marcus also 
carried out construction works at the Yooralla 
Hospital and Prahran TAFE amongst many 
new building projects. 

A vivid memory Marcus had at that time was 
when he was working in Studio 2 at Channel 
7 and the TV monitor in the studio broadcast 
the first landing on the moon by Apollo 11 and 
Neil Armstrong. Needless to say work stopped 
whilst the TV broadcast was on the air. 

Marcus completed his apprenticeship and rose 
to the position of Construction Manager  
and Estimator. 

Wanting to further his career, Marcus 
completed his Leaving and Matriculation 
Certificates at Night School and obtained 
a position as an Estimator with Forrest Hill 
Plumbing, a wholly owned junior company 
of Swanson Bros. Builders. It was here that 
Marcus developed his desire for design work.  
Large construction projects were the main 
business of this company but they also carried 
out maintenance on all of the Repco Group 
of Companies, one of which was Repco 
Research, where Jack Brabham was putting 
together his racing car with the help of the 
Repco team of engineers. Marcus stayed with 
them until 1985. 

Moving on, and still ambitious, Marcus 
ran his own business from 1985 until 1998 
as a Plumbing Services Cost Consultant. 
Lots of different projects including Coles 
Supermarkets and the Albert Park Grand Prix 
Circuit enabled Marcus to continue with his 
design and costing skills.
 
Marcus accepted an opportunity with 
Meinhardt Consulting Engineers in 1998 as 
a Hydraulic Services Designer where he was 
appointed as an Associate of the company 
and headed up the Hydraulic Services 
Discipline until 2012. 

During his time at Meinhardt Marcus designed 
hydraulic services for lots of interesting 
projects including Melbourne Airport, Royal 
Domain Tower, Dubai Pearl, Avalon Airport, 
Brisbane Airport, Australia Post and others. 
Whilst at Meinhardt Marcus was able to 
engage and work with some fellow AHSCA 
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members including Bob Thorgersen, 
Steve Wilson, Steve Campbell, Mark Pearson, 
Miguel Bacerra, and Olga Khanik. 

It was during this time that Marcus engaged 
with some of our Plumbing Affiliate Members 
and our Corporate Sponsor Members. 

Following his time at Meinhardt, Marcus 
joined WSP as an Associate heading up their 
Hydraulic Services Discipline. Projects at WSP 
included the Mars Animal Food Processing 
Facility in Bathurst N.S.W, Melbourne 
Parliament House Refurbishment and the  
new wing at Box Hill Hospital. 

Marcus decided to retire in 2014, however 
he felt that he could give some of his 
experience back to the industry and accepted 
an opportunity which arose when Robert 
Woolley suggested that he take up a part 
time position with the VBA as a Senior 
Technical Advisor where he could pass on his 
advice to plumbers and others in the industry 
whenever they were seeking clarification of 
the Plumbing Regulations.  

Marcus is still enjoying this role and he intends 
to continue to pass his knowledge on to the 
industry for some time yet.

AHSCA Contributions
• Joined AHSCA (Victorian Chapter),   
 previously known as NAPCI, in 1997/1998. 
• Served as Senior Vice President 1999/2000  
 to 2003/2004. 
• Served as President 2003/2004 
 to 2006/2007.  

“During my period on the Board of AHSCA 
we were able to foster our relationship  
with the Plumbing Industry Commission 
by inviting some of their representatives 

to our meetings. Their participation added 
another dimension to the meetings. 

We also encouraged various representatives 
from the water authorities; South East Water, 
City West Water and Yarra Valley Water to 
join our meetings. Eventually their numbers 
grew over time and their participation also 
added to the broader discussions during  
the meetings. 

The continued development of our 
association with our Corporate Sponsor 
members was instrumental in maintaining 
and improving our financial position during 
that time. 

During the later years of my participation on 
the board, the Commercial Plumbing Affiliate 
Members were welcomed as part of our 
endeavour to have all sectors of the plumbing 
industry represented at our meetings. This 
allowed a whole range of opinions to be 
freely discussed and added immense 
value to the members. 

After concluding my period as an official 
member of the board I was invited by Arthur 
Cale, when he was President, to join the 
board meetings as a Past President to assist 
with matters before the board during that 
term.  I enjoyed the opportunity to help the 
board at that time. 

I was very pleased with the initiative of our 
more recent board members to proceed with 
the National Roof Drainage Research Project 
which was approved by our members and has 
been a great success. 

I remain a very enthusiastic member of our 
association and offer my services to the 
current board in whatever capacity they  
may require my contribution”.
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Available to all Reece customers, 
the maX app offers complete
visibility on every order.

• Personalised home dashboard
• Overview of all orders
• Smart product search
• Deli• Delivery tracker
• Accounts and invoicing

Steve Villanti
0414 262 870

Regional Plumbing Pty Ltd
ABN 81 100 141 179
20b The Concord, Bundoora, 3083
email: steve@regionalplumbing.com.au

ph: 9470 8111
f x : 9470 8333
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Rinnai engineered, built and serviced systems give 
you the highest quality in design and installation – 
increasing the life-cycle for your commercial projects. 

Now with up to 94% efficiency, get even 
greater energy savings when compared to 
traditional water heating systems.

www.rinnai.com.au

with Rinnai Commercial 
Condensing.

Higher efficiency

SAVE SPACE AND MAXIMISE RETURNS

Specifying an electric instantaneous hot water solution can unlock
extra space, reduce energy use and the ongoing cost to residents.

Learn more at www.stiebel.com.au/decentralised

COLD WATER IN. HOT WATER OUT.
Electric instantaneous water heaters.
It’s time to go decentralised.
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REGULATORY & AUTHORITY 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Goods Shed North 
733 Bourke Street, Docklands 3008
PO BOX 536, Melbourne 3001

Mr Matt Wilson
E: matt.wilson@vba.vic.gov.au
T 03 9618 9263   M: 0409 515 671
www.vba.vic.gov.au

101 Wells St, Frankston VIC 3199
PO Box 2268 Seaford VIC 3198

Mr Paul Galvin
E: paul.galvin@sew.com.au
T: 03 9552 3721    M: 0437 593 909

Mr Russell Walker
E: russell.walker@sew.com.au
T: 03 9552 3128    M: 0409 408 310
www.sew.com.au

1 McNab Ave, Footscray VIC 3011

Mr Laz Mitsikas
E: lmitsikas@citywestwater.com.au
T: 03 9313 8203    M: 0418 102 376
www.citywestwater.com.au

321 Exhibition Street, Melbourne 3000

Mr Joshua Mullin
E: joshua.mullin@originenergy.com.au
T: 03 9821 8031   M: 0457 506 792
www.originenergy.com.au

Lucknow St, Mitcham 3132
Private Bag 1, Mitcham 3132 

Mr Joe Gargaro
E:  Joe.Gargaro@yvw.com.au
T: 61 3 9872 1256   M: 0419 164 828
www.yvw.com.au

540 Springvale Rd, Glen Waverley VIC 3150

Mr Paul Harris
E: paul.harris@energysafe.vic.gov.au
T: 03 9271 5453   M: 0408 883 235
www.esv.vic.gov.au
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Viega. One idea ahead! The perfect alternative to brazing: Viega press technology. As well as a maximum level of safety, it also saves a great 
deal of time. For more information: Telephone: 1800 484 342

Pressing instead of brazing  
with Viega press systems:  
Safe, clean and fast.

Up to 75%  
quicker!
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AGM MINUTES 30 AUGUST 2018

Present
Mark Alexander, Richard Andrew, David 
Antonowicz, Angus Bairstow, Garry Barnett,
Vanessa Beever, Warren Bonello, Shane 
Gooch, Greg Brittain, Phillip Bruno, Frankie
Camilleri, Damian Caple, Steve Cattenazzi, 
Andrew Charalambous, Andrew Christofi,
Bruce Clements, Peter Coutts, Mark Crossley, 
Christopher Davies, Paul De Bono, Dave
Dickson, Jonathan Flett, Marcus Fox, Anwar 
Gayed, Tony Georgiadis, David Geschke,
John Geschke, Hamed Golshan, Barmak 
Ibrahimi, Kane Innes, Osman Irfan, Michael
Kane, Matthew Kozole, Nick Lambie, Alex Lee, 
Graeme Little, Steve Lowry, Stuart Lyall,
Chris Mason, Adam Mc Lucas, Anthony 
McGrath, Nik McIntosh, Wilson Nguyen,  
John Park, Jeffrey Patchell, Mat Payne, Mark 
Pearson, Andrew Potts, Andrew Rathjen,  
Ben Rimmington, Shane Ross, Hossein Reja, 
Gavin Rowson, Phillip Russo, Trevor Smullen,
Nick Spanu, Mark Sullivan, Jesse Thorgersen, 
Robert Thorgersen, James Vercoulen,
Jimmy Wansink, Ross Weight, Steve Wilson, 
Alicja Wnuk, Simon Woodhouse, Robert
Woolley, Mathew Yanez, Brendan Yeung.

Apologies Ben Castle, David Broad, Gaetano 
Russo, Andrew Geary, Wayne Hutchinson, 
Scott Dowsett, Steve Campbell, Briar Houston, 
Rod Wright, Dean Rowlands, Aiden Thomson,
Ian Logan, Joseph Steele, Peter Wenning, 
Scott Johnston, Travis Thorgersen.

Minutes
1.  Introduction and welcome by the 

President, Ross Weight.

Beginning of Annual General 
Meeting 2018
1. President confirmed that a quorum was 

present as required in accordance with the 
Association Articles.

2. President introduced current Board 
 of Directors and thanked them for their 

efforts throughout the past term.
3. President presented an overview of
  AGM procedures.
4. President asked Secretary to read 
 out apologies (see above).
5. The Secretary, Mathew Yanez read 
 out the apologies.
6. President advised that minutes from the 

2018 AGM could be found in the annual 
report. President asked if any members 
had questions in relation to the minutes. 
No questions were raised. President

 asked that the previous minutes be moved 
as a true and accurate record of the  
2018 AGM.

 Moved by: Marcus Fox
 Seconded: Bob Thorgersen
 No objections recorded
7. President asked Secretary to read 
 out proxy votes received.
8. The Secretary, Mathew Yanez read 
 out the proxy nominations.
a. Proxy vote appointed to Ross Weight 

from Ben Castle.
b. Proxy vote appointed to Steve Matthews 

from Ian Logan.
9. The President, Ross Weight gave an 

overview of the annual report. Thanks was 
given to the 1st VicePresident, Andrew 
Potts for organising the Annual Report. 
Thanks was given to all that presented

 during the year. President went through 
all board members reports and thanks 
was given for their efforts. President gave 
thanks to Ben Rimmington for his efforts 
as the VIC representative on the Research 
Foundation. President gave thanks to 
Mark Alexander for his efforts as the 
Chairman of the Research Foundation. 
President thanked all Corporate Sponsors, 
Commercial Plumbers, Members and

 Regulatory Authority Members.
10. The President, Ross Weight presented 
 the Annual Financial Report contained 
 in the 2017-2018 Annual Report.
11. President moved that the 2017-2018 

Annual Report and Financial Report 
 be accepted by the members.
 Moved by Alicja Wnuk
 Seconded by Nick Spanu
 No objections recorded.
12. President outlined four motions.
13. Motion: Full & Fellow Membership 
 fee increased from $320.00 to $350.00. 
 1 objection recorded.
 Motion passed.
14. Motion: Affiliate & Associate Membership 

fee increased from $280.00 to $320.00. 
 No objections recorded. 
 Motion passed.
15. Motion: Joining fee increased from 

$250.00 to $300.00. 
 No objections recorded. 
 Motion passed.
16. Motion: Life Membership for Marcus 

Fox. President read a bio on Marcus 

Fox’s experience and achievements and 
proposed he be given Life Membership. 
No objections recorded. 

 Motion passed.
 Marcus was presented with his Life 

Membership certificate and he gave  
a speech.

17. President declared all positions on the 
board vacant. President advised that only 
one nomination for each position was 
received and thus no voting was required.

18. Secretary, Mathew Yanez appointed 
interim chairman for election of President.

19. 1 Nomination received for the position 
 of President. 
 Ben Rimmington nominates Ross Weight.
 Seconded: Mark Alexander. Given that 

no other nominations were received for 
the position of President, Mathew Yanez 
advised that Ross Weight was elected 
unopposed. 

 No objections recorded.
20. Ross Weight assumes the role 
 of Chairman.
21. 1 Nomination received for the position 

of Secretary. Ben Rimmington nominates 
Mathew Yanez.

 Seconded: Jonathan Flett. Given that no 
other nominations were received for the 
position of Secretary, Mathew Yanez was 
elected unopposed.

 No objections recorded.
22. 1 Nomination received for the position 
 of 1st Vice President. Ben Rimmington 

nominates Andrew Potts.
 Seconded Mathew Yanez. Given that no 

other nominations were received for the 
position of 1st Vice President, Andrew 
Potts was elected unopposed. 

 No objections recorded.

60 AHSCA (VIC) ANNUAL REPORT 61 AGM MINUTES 30 AUGUST 2018



ABOUT US
Walker Plumbing is an established, family run business 
with over thirty five years experience in the commercial, 
retail and industrial sectors of the construction industry. 
Built on a foundation of quality staff, Walker is committed 
to meeting customer needs and delivering projects on 
time and on budget.

OUR EXPERIENCE
Walker’s project experience is vast, ranging from small 
retrofits and large refurbishments through to new 
developments and multistory buildings.

45a LILLEE CRESCENT, TULLAMARINE
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 3043
PH 61+ 3 9338 9353
FAX 61+ 3 9338 3171

OUR SERVICES
From start to finish, Walker manages you project 
in line with your vision, time frame and budge with 
minimal disruption to your busy schedule.

• Initial consultation to understand client’s 
requirements.

• Presentation of design, scope of works and budget 
for client approval.

• Overall project management with dedicated project 
managers.

• Competitive pricing on quality materials, installation 
and service.

www.walkerplumbing.com.au

23. 1 Nomination received for the position 
of 2nd Vice President. Mark Alexander 
nominates Jonathan Flett. 

 Seconded: Mathew Yanez. Given that no 
other nominations were received for the 
position of 2nd Vice President, Jonathan 
Flett was elected unopposed. 

 No objections recorded.
24. 1 Nomination was received for the 

position of Treasurer. Ross Weight 
nominates Mathew Yanez.

 Seconded: Mark Alexander. Given that 
no other nominations were received for 
the position of Treasurer, Mathew Yanez 
was elected unopposed. 

 No objections recorded.
25. David Geschke was nominated as 

Plumbing Affiliate Representative. 
 No objections recorded.

26. President nominated JTP Assurance to 
continue as Auditor for the 2017-2018 
financial year. Motion put forward for 
members to accept. 

 Motion accepted by members. 
 No objections recorded.
27. The AGM for 2018 was declared closed. 

General Business 
and Discussion

1. Frankie Camilleri – Hydronic Sales 
Specialist Victoria at IMI Hydronic 
Engineering provided a technical 
presentation on the design and 
balancing of hot water systems 

 with manual and thermostatic 
 balancing valves.
2. Door prizes were drawn.
 Meeting Closed.
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 Our companies have been helping you convey 

    & control water for over 140 years. We’re the 

        smart one-stop choice for everything from 

backflow preventers to hot water valve plumbing, 

and everything in between. 

Learn more at OneWattsWater.com/FlowControl and wattswater.com.au

Watts Water Technologies, Inc.

Worry 
   Free 
  Flow 
     Control

Ad-OneWatts-FlowCtrl__8.5x11_SouthernPipe0623.indd   1 17/6/26   下午2:43



P L U M B I N G  &  D R A I N A G E

20A RESERVE STREET PRESTON 
VICTORIA AUSTRALIA 3072
+61 3 8416 5700

Zurn Engineered Water Solutions™ 
For over 100 years, Zurn has been an internationally 
recognised leader in commercial, municipal, and industrial 
markets. Zurn globally manufactures one of the largest range 
of engineered water solutions in the industry, including a wide 
spectrum of sustainable plumbing products.

1300 00 ZURN I ZURN.COM.AU

WAT E R  C O N T R O L   |   D R A I N AG E   |    F L U S H I N G  SYS T E M S   |    S TA I N L E S S  S T E E L   |    TA P WA R E

OFFICE BEARERS
2018–2019 
President: Mr R. Weight 
1st Vice President: Mr A. Potts 
2nd Vice President: Mr J. Flett 
Secretary: Mr M. Yanez 
Treasurer: Mr B. Yeung 
Business Manager and  
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr D. Geschke 
Research Foundation Chairman: Mr M. Alexander 
Research Foundation Rep: Mr B. Rimmington 
(part year) Research Foundation Rep:  
Mr J. Steele (part year) 

2017–2018 
President: Mr R. Weight 
1st Vice President: Mr A. Potts 
2nd Vice President: Mr S. Matthews 
Secretary: Mr M. Yanez 
Treasurer: Mr B. Castle 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr D. Geschke 
Research Foundation Chairman: Mr M. Alexander 
Research Foundation Rep: Mr B. Rimmington

2016–2017 
President: Mr R. Weight  (part year) 
President: Mr J. Vercoulen (part year) 
1st Vice President: Mr A. Potts 
2nd Vice President: Mr S. Matthews 
Secretary: Mr M. Yanez 
Treasurer: Mr B. Castle 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr D. Geschke 
Imm. Past President: Mr B. Rimmington 
Research Foundation Chairman: Mr M. Alexander 
Research Foundation Rep: Mr B. Rimmington

2015–2016 
President: Mr B. Rimmington 
1st Vice President: Mr J. Vercoulen 
2nd Vice President: Mr A. Potts 
Secretary: Mr B. Castle 

Treasurer: Mr J. Thorgersen 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr D. Geschke

2014–2015 
President: Mr B. Rimmington 
Senior Vice President: Mr J. Lucchetti 
Junior Vice President: Mr J. Vercoulen 
Secretary: Mr B. Castle 
Treasurer: Mr J. Thorgersen 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr D. Geschke

2013–2014 
President: Mr B. Rimmington 
Senior Vice President: Mr J. Lucchetti 
Junior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 
Secretary: Mr G. Rowson 
Treasurer: Mr J. Thorgersen 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr J. Geschke

2012–2013 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr J. Lucchetti 
Junior Vice President: Mr G. Rowson 
Secretary: Mr J. Thorgersen 
Treasurer: Mr B. Rimmington 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr J. Geschke

2011–2012 
President: Mr A. Cale 
Senior Vice President: Mr G. Smith 
Junior Vice President: Mr B. Rimmington 
Secretary: Mr J. Thorgersen 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr J. Geschke

2010–2011 
President: Mr A. Cale 
Senior Vice President: Mr G. Smith 
Junior Vice President: Ms T. Koy 
Secretary/ Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr J. Geschke
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2009–2010 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 
Junior Vice President: Mr A. Cale 
Secretary: Ms T. Koy 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Plumbing Affiliate Rep: Mr J. Geschke 

2008–2009 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 
Junior Vice President: Ms. T. Koy 
Secretary: Mr S. Wilson 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2007–2008 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 
Junior Vice President: Mr G. Little 
Secretary: Mr S. Wilson 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2006–2007 
President: Mr M. Fox 
Senior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 
Junior Vice President: Mr G. Little 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2005–2006 
President: Mr M. Fox 
Senior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2004–2005 
National President: Mr M. Alexander 
National Secretary: Mr D. Moss 
President: Mr M. Fox 
Senior Vice President: Mr R. Weight 

Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2003–2004 
National President: Mr M. Alexander 
National Secretary: Mr D. Moss 
President (Part Year): Mr M. Alexander 
President (Part Year): Mr M. Fox 
Senior Vice President: Mr M. Fox 
Junior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2002–2003 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr M. Fox 
Junior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Secretary: Mr V. O’Neill 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2001–2002 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr M, Fox 
Junior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Secretary: Mrs Banu Aydin-Anderson 
Treasurer: Mr R. Thorgersen

2000–2001 
President: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Senior Vice President: Mr M. Fox 
Junior Vice President: Mr D. Campbell 
Secretary: Mrs Banu Aydin-Anderson 
Treasurer: Mr S. Campbell

1999–2000 
President: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Senior Vice President: Mr M. Fox 
Junior Vice President: Mr D. Campbell 
Secretary: Mrs Banu Aydin-Anderson 
Treasurer: Mr S. Campbell

OFFICE BEARERS
1998–1999 
President: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Senior Vice President: Mr M. Janovsek 
Junior Vice President: Mr J. DiGregorio 
Interim Secretary: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Treasurer: Mr S. Campbell

1997–1998 
President : Mr R. Thorgersen 
Senior Vice President: Mr S. Wilson 
Junior Vice President: Mr J. DiGregorio 
Interim Secretary: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Treasurer: Mr S. Campbell

1996–1997 
President: Mr R. Thorgersen 
Senior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Interim Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Interim Treasurer: Mr D. DeGraves 
Imm. Past President: Mr M. Alexander

1995–1996 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Junior Vice President: Mr A. Lamb 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr P. DeGraves

1994–1995 
President: Mr M. Alexander 
Senior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Junior Vice President: Mr A. Lamb 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr P. DeGraves 
Imm. Past President: Mr G. Jones

1993–1994 
President: Mr G. Jones 
Senior Vice President: Mr G. Sturdy 
Junior Vice President: Mr B. Clements 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 

Treasurer: Mr D. Broad 
Imm. Past President: Mr T. Clements

1992–1993 
President: Mr T. Clements 
Senior Vice President: Mr A. Bruce 
Junior Vice President: Mr G. Jones 
Secretary: Mr G. Sturdy 
Treasurer: Mr D. Broad 
Imm. Past President: Mr T. Rowe

1991–1992 
President: Mr T. Rowe 
Senior Vice President: Mr A. Bruce 
Junior Vice President: Mr G. Jones 
Secretary: Mr G. Sturdy 
Treasurer: Mr D. Broad

1990–1991 
President: Mr T. Rowe 
Senior Vice President: Mr G. Warrington 
Junior Vice President: Mr M. Tennant 
Secretary: Mr G. Sturdy 
Treasurer: Mr D. Broad 
Imm. Past President: Mr T. Clements

1989–1990 
President: Mr T. Clements 
Senior Vice President: Mr P. Wallace 
Junior Vice President: Mr N. Tennant 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr K. Godfrey

1988–1989 
President: Mr T. Clements 
Senior Vice President: Mr P. Wallace 
Junior Vice President: Mr G. Rimmington 
Secretary: Mr T. Rowe 
Treasurer: Mr K. Godfrey
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AHSCA Sales 
Representative
of the Year 

2017 - 2018
Mr D. Rowlands
SpecRep

2016-2017
Mr D. Rowlands

SpecRep

2015-2016
Mr G. Brittain
Zip Heaters

2014-2015
Mr J. Meehan
Rheem

2013-2014
Mr D. Rowlands
SPS

2012-2013 
Mr M. Vella
GWA Group

2011-2012 
Mr R. Di Vito
Galvin Engineering

2010-2011 
Mr M. Elliott
Rheem

2009-2010 
Mr D. Fletcher
Stiebel Eltron

2008-2009 
Mr M. Vella
GWA Group

AHSCA Commercial 
Plumbing Affiliate
of the Year 

2017-2018 
Geschke Plumbing 

2016 - 2017
NSG Plumbing

2015 - 2016
Cooke & Dowsett

2014-2015
Regional Plumbing

2013-2014
Cooke & Dowsett

2012-2013 
Geschke Plumbing

2011-2012 
Regional Plumbing

2010-2011 
Geschke Plumbing

2009-2010 
Geschke Plumbing

AHSCA 
Tom Clements
Consultant of  
the Year

2017-2018 
Mr B. Rimmington

2016-2017
Mr B. Clements

2015-2016
Mr R. Weight

2014-2015
Mr C. Mason

AHSCA Life 
Members
 

2018 
Mr M. Fox

2006
Mr M. Alexander
Mr R. Thorgersen

1995
Mr T. Rowe

1993
Mr T. Clements

RECOGNISING OUR PAST AWARD RECIPIENTS 
AND LIFE MEMBERS
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ZIP HYDROCHILL HIGH CAPACIT Y DRINKING WATER

PURE TASTING  |  INSTANT  |  AMBIENT  |  CHILLED  |  SPARKLING

The ultimate hydration solution for the workplace 
where demand is high and sustainability is vital

Zip HydroChill is our latest range of high capacity filtered chilled and sparkling water systems, delivering up to 
200 litres per hour. HydroChill is perfect for staff to fill their water bottles and perfect to fill carafes for boardroom 
meetings. 

Eliminate the need to purchase, handle, store, refrigerate and dispose of bottled water. HydroChill is the sustainable 
choice as it conveniently converts ordinary tap water into filtered chilled sparkling water and delivers instant 
hydration at a fraction of the cost of bottled water. 

HydroChill uses our best Zip high capacity 0.2 micron filter for pure-tasting chilled sparkling water, free from 
contaminants, impurities and odours. HydroChill is also certified to the Australian & New Zealand WaterMark 
standard. 

There is an option for every office size from small to major corporate. 

Visit www.zipwater.com/hydrochill for more information

Zip HydroChill
Workplace Hydration Station



DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION HYDRAULIC 
SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:  

• Commercial and Industrial Plumbing

• Backflow Device and Install Testing

• Drainage Contractors

• Fire Sprinkler Systems and Fire Services

• Gas Pipe and Fitting Installations

VIC (Head Office), SA & TAS  03 9365 7000  |  QLD, NT  07 3899 3519  

NSW  02 6043 2910  |  WA  08 9249 4955  |  NUDJ WA  08 9192 5144 

NEW ZEALAND  +64 2765 40052

www.cookedowsett.com.au   |   info@cookedowsett.com.au


